CHAPTER VIII

TRANSFORMATION OF LIVES

The Shanti Ashrama was the crowning suc-
cess of Swami Turiyananda's labour in America.
Here his spiritual ardour could have free play.
Here he lived far away from the convention-
alities of Western life with students who loved
him and who were sincere in their desire to
realise the Truth. Here he was free. And when
I speak of the Shanti Ashrama as a success, I
do not mean that there the Swami made a large
number of disciples, but that those who accepted
him as their spiritual teacher were changed,
though not all to the same degree, into men and
women of higher aspirations, of greater faith
and of some actual spiritual attainment. And
this was not a temporary change as the succeed-
ing years have proved. That this work was
accomplished in less than two years, part of
which time the Swami was away from the
Ashrama, is little short of marvellous.

I met and lived with these students again,
many years after the Swami had returned to
India, and without a single exception they were
all agreed that these few months with him in the
Shanti Ashrama constituted the most important
period in their lives. And that is the reason why
the Shanti Ashrama has always remained so
dear to these students. The place is to them a
holy place to which they return, as circum-